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Bringing you a voice, a 
story, an opinion... 
Winter already? 

It is upon us yet again - 

winter. Time to make the 

most of the season and not 

let the cold slow us down.  

Remember to dress warm 

and get outside to soak up 

any and all sunlight you 

can.  

We hope that you enjoy 

this winter edition and have 

a safe and happy winter 

break.  

Ms. Reid and the 

Newspaper Staff 
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Fall Focus Show  
By Lauren Creasy 

 

On October 25th and 26th Wexford 

Performing Arts put on its annual Grade 10 

and 11 Drama Focus show with roaring 

success. Those who came out to the 

Wednesday and Thursday night shows saw 

two drastically different performances 

between act one and act two. During act 

one, audience members witnessed a 

comedic and modern, but accurate, 

retelling of the classic story ‘The Emperor's 

New Clothes’, called “Royal Woes & 

Scandalous Clothes” performed by the 

grade ten drama focus class. Act two 

consisted of much heavier subject matter 

as the grade elevens took on more  mature 

themes such as love and death. “In Focus” 

was a collection of nine famous short 

scenes all taken from various published plays they studied in class. Most roles in the scenes were 

double cast, switching the actors each night to allow each student in the drama class a chance to hold 

the stage. “In Focus” also included four short dances dispersed throughout the act performed by 

students in the senior performance dance class, to accompany certain scenes.  
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Last year’s grade ten focus show, consisted of “teen scenes”, a scene usually between two to four 

people discussing issues pertaining to teenagers, whereas this year, the grade tens had the opportunity 

to perform a play. “They were switching it up which was really cool because then the grade elevens 

could focus on the skits, then there’s something different for each part of the show,” says Nia McCabe, 

who played Queen Charlotta in the play. Though teen scenes have always been entertaining and 

relatable to watch, the change in the show was refreshing. Not only did the large ensemble cast enjoy 

the comedy filled play, but audience members seemed to enjoy it as well, as they laughed through the 

majority of the first act and left for intermission touched by the happy ending.  

 

 

 

 

Code.org hour of code in library min and Tue 

first week of Dec. In library at lunch. 

 

 

“The difference between the grade ten and eleven show, is the amount of emotion that is in the scenes. 

The scene’s performance really depends on if your partner is mature enough to handle it,” says one of 

the grade eleven actors Kaitlynn Staples. The grade eleven act of the show stayed relatively consistent 

though eleven actors remarked that the difficulty of their scenes shot up from grade ten but they 

embraced the challenge, and even thrived off of it. The themes the audience was exposed to varied 

from hardships in romantic relationships and friendships, comedy, tragedy, and love, all of which 

definitely struck a chord with many audience members as they went from laughing to crying to every 

emotion in between. “It’s a huge leap when you come into grade eleven drama focus in terms of getting 

really in depth on how to create character and how to be so present on stage when you are the only 

focus,” says Ms Meichenbaum, one of the co-directors of the grade eleven drama focus show.  

 

The hard work of the Drama Focus classes is certainly apparent through fantastic shows such as Focus, 

and we eagerly await to see what will come next from the drama department as the Christmas variety 

show “Wonder” approaches quickly.  

 

Wonder, the Seasonal Variety Show  
By: Lauren Creasy 

 

4 



 

WEXFORD’S STUDENT RUN PAPER  

Wexford’s annual seasonal variety show “Wonder” is quickly approaching with anticipation on 

December 5th, 6th and 7th and it is sure to be a show to remember. “Wonder” is a two act variety show 

put on by the performing arts program. Throughout the show, audience members can expect to see 

dances, songs, both from the band and vocal classes including the glee class and the static choir, drama 

scenes, and more within both acts. The numbers are carefully rehearsed and perfected every day inside 

performance classes and after school. The variety show truly is a variety not only of performances but 

of emotions from the comedy in the grade 10 drama focus class’ ensemble scene, to the beauty of the 

senior performance vocal numbers, the weight and meaning of the senior performance dance class’ 

piece, the energizing numbers from the glee class, and the joyful and beautiful music from the band. 

The tremendous amount of hard work, effort, talent, and passion from students, teachers, guest artists, 

and staff, will be extremely evident throughout “Wonder”, and you won’t want to miss it.  

 

 

Animals That Are Disappearing Before 
Our Eyes 
By: Maria Lambos 

1. Giant Pandas have been the talk of Toronto ever since the Toronto Zoo had 

them on display. The gentle giants attracted millions of visitors over the 5 

years they spent in Toronto, but most do not know that these lovable pandas 

are highly endangered. The population of these Pandas is estimated to be a 

measly 2,500 individuals. The main reason for the decline in the Giant Panda 

population is habitat destruction. As China’s population increases, so does the 

demand for housing. The new housing developments destroy the Panda’s 

habitats, forcing them into smaller areas. If action is not taken soon, Toronto 

will not be the only one waving goodbye to the Giant Pandas. Fun fact: China 

owns all Pandas. Even ones that are born in other countries.  

 

2. Tigers are the largest cat species, and are known 

for being fierce and intimidating. However, they are 

disappearing at an alarming rate. It is believed that 

there are only 3,000 tigers left in the wild. This low 

population is a result of poaching and habitat loss. 
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Poaching is serious problem as criminals illegally hunt tigers as trophies. They also face habitat loss due 

to logging destroying forests. This leaves the Tiger vulnerable as they no longer have a habitat, forcing 

them to wander elsewhere. It is estimated that all species of Tiger could be extinct by 2022, which is 

only 2 years away.  

 

 

3. Sea Otters are known for their adorable and innocent 

appearances, but their population is rapidly declining. 

They are getting sick from the bacteria forming in the 

warming oceans. In addition, the waterproof coat that 

keep Sea Otters warm in cold water is the reason for 

their endangerment. They are hunted in order to use 

their fur to manufacture clothing items. Even though 

the hunting of Sea Otters was eventually banned, their 

population still has not recovered. They still face life 

threatening conditions such as oil spills and illegal 

hunting. 

 

4. Gorillas are famous for their intelligence and for sharing 99% of 

their DNA with humans. Many are surprised that Gorillas are facing 

extinction. With a population of 220,000 individuals Gorillas are 

considered to be endangered. Like Tigers and Pandas, Gorillas are 

disappearing due to poaching for trophies and habitat destruction. 

In addition, Gorillas only give birth once every four years if lucky 

because they have a long gestational period. This makes recovering 

populations extremely difficult. If no action is taken, these 

magnificent creatures are projected to be extinct within the next 

decade.  

 

5. Polar bears are the species famous for their endangerment. 

They are the most talked about when it comes to extinction and 

endangered species. The current population of Polar Bears is 

thought to be around 20,000.  However, it is rapidly declining. 

Polar Bears face extinction because of climate change. Climate 

change has caused the melting of the polar ice caps, which is the 

habitat of Polar Bears. This results in Polar Bears having to swim 
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for tremendous periods of time in order to reach sea ice. Unfortunately, some are unable to find ice and 

end up drowning. If the trend continues, Polar Bears could be extinct by 2050. 

 

 

 

Student Services – Scholarships! 

www.wexforcsa.ca/scholarships-and-awards 

  

1. A & E Canadian Classroom 'Lives That Make A 
Difference' Essay Contest (Grades 9 - 12)  – deadline 
December 31, 2018 

2. Burger King Scholarship (no, you don’t need to eat or 
work there) – deadline December 15, 2018 

3. French for the Future National Essay Contest – 
deadline December 21, 2018 

4. Carleton University Bachelor of Humanities High 
School Essay Contest (Grades 9 - 12)  – deadline January 
15, 2019 

5.STEAM Horizon Awards – deadline January 16, 2019 

 

The Future of the Internet 
By: Hamsha Babar 
 
The world is constantly evolving and the internet seems to have a growing impact on the lives 
of individuals in our society.Our generation has always had access to the internet in some 
shape or form. The internet has influenced the way we live, interact and behave in our society. 
In almost everything we do, we use the Internet. If we need to order a pizza, share a moment 
with a friend, sending a picture quickly. Before the Internet, if you wanted to keep up with the 
news, you had to walk down to the newsstand when it opened in the morning. However today 
we can click two buttons to access news from anywhere in the world. Our society seems to be 
entering the Fourth Industrial Revolution, where we experience changes in our technology 
systems and their advances. The goal of this revolution is the emphasis of internet stability and 
long term health. This can be achieved as we have evolved the way we use the internet 
tremendously since we were first exposed to it.  
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Many places around the world are lacking access to the internet. The United Nations concluded 
that more people in the world are offline then they are online, and it is one of their goals to 
access. They believe that the internet can act as a tool to provide assistance and support to 
those in need. The internet has the ability to promote information, so they can seek help 
through it. Internet access to more parts of the world can connect better, and have more 
information about helping those in need in neglected communities around the world.  
 
The rules surrounding the internet need to be altered as new technology is implemented in our 
society. The governance of the internet needs to updated occasionally to reflect the values of 
society. There are still a number of issues regarding privacy and security which the government 
has to resolve. In our society it is shown that questions regarding ethics while using the internet 
are 

addressed and agreed upon by the society. An example of this would be the fact that our 
phones are always listening. Many times people have experienced advertisements being 
generated based on what you discuss. It is also essential for the government to consider the 
costs and benefits of the internet. 
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Security is extremely important when it comes to the internet. Due to the heavy volume of users 
and companies on the internet, some individuals may experience issues regarding their privacy. 
Cybercrime is continuing to increase on the internet. There was 2.5 million computer related 
criminal offences in the United Kingdom which took place in 2014 alone. The sufficient growth 
in attacks, hacking, cybercrime. It is important to remember that various platforms have different 
forms of privacy, and some may be entirely open to the public.  The modification of security on 
the internet is one of the top priorities for various organizations.  
 
Machines may take over jobs and result in unemployment. Even today it is evident that 
machines have the ability to do manual tasks, which humans would get paid for. For instance, 
self checkouts are replacing the workers. It will be difficult for society to find a balance, and may 
require time to implement. Many people in society will be jobless, and it will result in a decrease 
in the economy because they will not have the money to spend. 
 
As the values and priorities of a society change so will the internet. It has become a part of our 
daily lives, resulting in effective communication with people all over the world and fast customer 
service, and answers to our questions. Societies progression with technology can lead to 
dozens of opportunities for our world, if we focus and implement change. The internet is a great 
resource, but we need to use it carefully. 

 
 

COME OUT TO SEE 

WONDER, THE 

SEASONAL 

VARIETY SHOW!  
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

 

Wexfit memberships are always available from 

the Girls Phys. Ed. office. To purchase a 

Wexfit membership, students need their student 

card and $20.  

Don't delay, get your Wexfit membership today! 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 21ST IS THE LAST DAY TO SIGN UP FOR 

EXTRA TIME FOR EXAMS WITH ACADEMIC 

RESOURCE  
 

 

ASK ANASTASIA!  
 

Hey! I am finding it hard to keep up with school and work, while 
also not procrastinating. Do you have any tips on managing my 
time better?  
 
Hello! Thank you for the question. I totally understand how you 
are feeling and it can be stressful trying to juggle school work 
and work outside of school. The trick to managing time better is 
prioritizing and planning ahead. One thing I do is keep a weekly 
planner. It helps me stay organized and plan out my whole 
week. The first thing I do is create a To-Do list and write down 
anything that needs to get done. Next, I create a legend and 
choose a few different shapes to indicate what I need to get 
done. For example, a circle would represent my soccer 
practices and games and a triangle would represent my math 
homework. This is very effective as it lets me know exactly what 
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I have. I also add any important dates, such as tests, assignments, and upcoming activities.  
Another thing that helps me stay on track is to try and get my work done as quickly as possible. 
Procrastinating is one of the biggest issues I run into if I don’t finish my work early since I leave it so 
long. One tip that I have is when you get an assignment, start brainstorming about it and get it done 
quickly as you can to avoid procrastinating and leaving it till the night or morning before. 
I hope these few tips help you and do not hesitate to ask for some more! 
 
-Anastasia  
 
Hey Anastasia! Now that school started and midterm marks came out, I’ve been getting very stressed 
out and having a hard time relaxing with everything that is going on. Do you have any tips to keeping the 
stress at bay? Please help! 
 
School can be extremely stressful, especially with marks being distributed, and the best thing to do is be 
as stress free as possible. Lucky for you, I do have a few ways to keep your stress at ease. One of the 
easiest ways to de-stress is to participate in the Mindful Minutes that the school does every Monday and 
Friday. This will start to get you on track to meditating more frequently. If you are finding it hard to just 
take a moment out of your day, apps like Calm have recorded audios to help you meditate. Another 
thing to do is exercise. While exercising, your body releases endorphins that make you feel good. You 
don’t need to be an athlete, all you need is a 15 minute walk or finding a workout video online. 
Exercising not only decreases your stress, but it lowers your blood pressure, strengthens your heart, 
and keeps you healthy. Lastly, find ways to taking the edge off your stress. Find a good book and cozy 
up before bed and read a chapter or two, unplug yourself from any electronics, draw, put on a face 
mask, or spend some time doing the things you love. Doing little things like this can give you a break 
from stressors in your life and get you refocused on what you need to do.  
I hope this helps and if you want to know other ways to destress, feel free to ask for more! 
 
 

Some topics you can ask me about are school, relationships, friendships, health, and lifestyle.  You can 

email me at askanastasia2018@gmail.com, direct message me @wexadvicecolumn2018 on Instagram, 

and if you see me in the halls, don’t hesitate to say hi and tell me your question! 

 

 

 

 

JUST A REMINDER, PLEASE DO NOT 

TOUCH THE ART IN THE BUILDING.  
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