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Fall, edition 6, October 2018 

Bringing you a voice, a 
story, an opinion... 
Welcome back! 

The school year has started again - 

we are in full swing - and it feels 

like we never left. Funny how that 

happens.  

This year is an exciting time for 

new and returning students of 

Wexford. We encourage you to 

get involved and make the most of 

your years here.  They go by real 

quick!  

Take time this fall to focus on self 

care and really make your health 

and wellness a priority, so that we 

can have a great semester.  

Ms. Reid and the Newspaper Staff 
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A Tragedy of Heroism Strikes Wexford 
Community 
 
By Chris Markland 

The students of Wexford Collegiate School of the Arts continue 

to mourn the loss of cheerful and courageous Performing Arts 

student Kyle Howard, after he tragically lost his life at Woodbine 

Beach on August 10th, drowning while saving the lives of his 

friends.  

Howard had accompanied many of his classmates from Wexford 

to this excursion. Upon seeing a mother and son in distress 

underwater, Many members of the group present jumped in to 

save them, falling into peril themselves. It was Kyle who jumped 

into the water to their rescue, making sure everyone was safely 

ashore. Unfortunately, the current was too strong for Howard to 

escape, drowning before the lifeguards could arrive, and dying a 

hero that day.  

Kyle Howard, born on December 17, 2001, would have 

entered grade 12 this year, and was a well-known and 

much-loved member of the Wexford community, being part of 

many dance and drama classes, and forming many strong 

friendships that would last until the end of his life. After 

hearing news of his passing, 7 of Kyle's closest friends made 

the journey to Woodbine Beach themselves on the night of 

August 11th, and set up a shrine on the site of the incident in 

his honor, which included a painted mural on the nearby 

rocks, flowers, and a group photo of Kyle and friends, now 

forever changed by his sacrifice.  
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The funeral was held on Saturday, August 18th, with hundreds of friends, loved ones, and classmates of 

Kyle in attendance to pay their respects. Several of Howard's closest friends and relatives gave 

testimonies and performances in Kyle's honor, including a touching song sang by Nekaya Clarke, 

passionate poems read by James Parchment, Hailey Doyle and Malik Lewis, and a heartfelt eulogy given 

by Chris Markland.  

The loss of this young martyr is still impacting the Wexford community to this day, with a sizeable 

portion of our students still affected by his loss while our student body continues to mourn, we can also 

learn from Kyle Howard's example of selflessness. While his friends and classmates are devastated to 

hear the news of his passing, few were surprised at the fact that Howard passed saving the lives of 

others. Many look back fondly on the times he or used his free time to help his classmates or even gave 

a friendly smile and handshake as he saw his fellow students in the halls.  

The legacy of Kyle Howard is one not soon forgotten, being an exceptional young man and a hero, in 

life, and unfortunately, in death. All Wexford Collegiate can do as a community is remember the lessons 

learned from Howard, honor his memory, and live on knowing he is forever a hero to Wexford.  

 

Thoughts and Reflection on Kyle 
By Chris Markland 

Malik Lewis, Grade 12 

“Kyle was loud, and overflowing with energy.  His heart was always trying to find the right path and do 

the right thing. Kyle was the type of friend that I would consider 1 in 7 billion. He would buy us all food 

and fatten us up for no reason. All that money he spent and never wanting anything in return. Kyle was 

also the type of person I could ask for insight on. He wasn't a Solomon the Wise but he had and 

interesting sight on life that I could never see. The lenses that he looked through life at made life seem a 

lot better to him, which made him an optimistic person, something that I aspire to be.  

Everyone will miss Kyle. I miss Kyle.  The energy that he carried with him can not be replaced and 

because it, he leaves behind the feeling of having a whole in our chest; but because of the missing 

feeling he leaves in us, we can and we will remember him.” 

Nekaya Clarke, Grade 12 
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“I would describe Kyle Howard as a boy who never ever knew what the word no meant even when it 

was to stranger he was an amazing friend and I honestly couldn’t ask for a better one. He impacted me 

as a person because he made me believe that even though he’s gone right now to Rest In Peace that he 

will always rise again and that he’s watching over all his favourite silly things we as his friends will do 

because we miss and love him.  

Kyle’s passing has showed me that I need to live everyday to the fullest and never hold back from my 

dreams because we never know when our last hello and goodbye will be .  

Me personally, I will miss Kyle's bright smile when he would walk down the hall to say hi or his wobbly 

legs that made him one of the 

best dancers and the lovely kind 

hearted soul that he never failed 

to show.” 

Sky French, Grade 12 

“He taught me about knowing 

who you are, but still being open 

to learning. He was was the 

sweetest person who would help 

you even if it wasn't in his best 

interest. 

I coped by surrounding myself 

with all of the friends me and Kyle 

shared and helping others that 

were having a hard time that's 

how I got through.” 

Emma Keyes, Grade 10 

“Kyle Howard was the most loving 

person you could ever meet. If 

you were down in the halls, he 

would come running up to you 

and give you a hug. There were so 

many times where I was upset and 

he would never leave my side. He changed me for the better, he was a blessing and a lesson. A blessing 
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because it was amazing to be able to call him my friend and a lesson because he taught me how to be a 

better person, and taught me how to spread love. 

I know he impacted everyone he touched greatly, he will be and is very missed. There’s no specific thing 

about Kyle that will be missed, but rather him as a person. His laugh, and loving personality. 

When I found out the news, I was not at all shocked that he did what he did, but I started bawling 

immediately. I cried for weeks, day and night. I think by going to his funeral, it gave me the opportunity 

to say goodbye but it was so unbelievably hard to be there, and see him like that. I miss him more and 

more everyday but I know he’s somewhere better.” 

Kyle Howard is survived by his loving mother and father, as well as his many family members and 

relatives, all devastated by the news. He is also survived by the many close friends he has left behind at 

Wexford, his main circle of friends of the past 3 years includes Alaina Malik Lewis, Nekaya Clarke, 

Shaudae Brown, James Parchment, Brianna Beattie, Hailey Doyle, Malakhi Robinson, Alameer Jassem, 

and Chris Markland, all of whom now wear special white bracelets on their left arms, to forever remind 

them of their fallen friend. 

 

Young Activists Ignite and Unite 
Wexford Organizing Walk-Out 
By Hanna Shore  

In the fall of 2016 when Donald Trump won the election for President of the United States, Canadians, 

along with the rest of the world, were in a state of shock. ‘How could America let this happen?’ we 

asked. Two years later, scratching our heads in bewilderment, it was our turn to ask questions. How is it 

that Doug Ford, a man whose mindset seems to be stuck in the 50s, has become the Ontario Premier in 

2018?  

This was a summer that Ontarians, and all Canadians for that matter, will look back at in utter disgust 

and dismay. Doug Ford is here, and he is making it known. He began by reducing business taxes, 

removing GreenON incentives, implementing a freeze on hiring and pay for all Ontario Public Service 

managers and recently announced plans to move towards stopping a $15 an hour minimum wage 

increase. Ford also knocked 22 seats off Toronto’s city council. When an Ontario Superior Court judge 
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decided it violated the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Ford didn’t care. He went ahead anyway, 

threatening to use us the Notwithstanding clause, for the first time in Ontario’s history.  

Immediately after the election happened, Doug Ford announced his plan to withdraw the 2015 sexual 

education curriculum. In its place, Douglas Ford Jr. reinstated the 1998 sex-ed curriculum. The 1998 

curriculum is regressive and does not support modern relationships, sexuality or mental health. The 

2015 revision was designed to help start honest discussions about consent, sexual/gender identity, and 

same-sex relationships. If this modern curriculum taught in Ontario high schools, Doug Ford has set-up a 

“snitch-line” to make reports to the Ministry of Education, jeopardizing the jobs of teachers. Doug Ford 

also decided to end the update of Indigenous content to the provincially mandated curriculum. This 

update was a major recommendation to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission curriculum.  

There are many different ways to wallow in the havoc before us. However, wallowing just adds to the 

destruction of our society. It is time for students to look for an alternative way - to find a glimmer of 

light in an otherwise increasingly dark world. 
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On Friday, September 21st, 2018, the resistance against Doug Ford and his Conservative party grew. 

Over 100 schools across Ontario participated in a walkout to protest the reinstating of the 1998 sex-ed 

and the scrapping of Indigenous content to the Ontario curriculum. The poor decisions of Ford, 

supported by his government inspired over 40,000 students to walk out. This included around 300 

students from Wexford. 

With chants of “No ignorance, no hate, don’t go back to ’98” and signs that read 'safety is knowledge,' 

'safe sex saves lives,' and 'wex does not consent!" Wexford stood up. It can be proudly said that the 

co-leader of this province-wide walkout is one of our own, a grade 11 student at Wexford, named 

Madyson Arscott. Madyson explained how planning for the walkout was organized over the summer, by 

starting a Facebook page. “I didn’t think it was going anywhere, but Rayne reached out to me, and she 

has a lot of connections and people to share things with.” Rayne Fisher-Quann is another student 

activist who reached out and assisted Madyson in the walkout. Together they created registration 

charts, as well as guides for students and teachers. “It kinda just went from there,” Madyson proudly 
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announced with a smile.

 

When I asked them if they were scared that it wouldn’t succeed Madyson quickly replied “Oh, I was so 

scared!” with a laugh. “The Wednesday before [the walkout] something happened, and then on 

Thursday kids were going to cancel. There were so many kids messaging me saying that their schools 

were going to suspend them if they walk out.” Madyson stated,“Most of the teachers were supportive, 

but they can’t be openly supportive [about missing class], so they were all saying you should do it but-” 

then they mouthed ‘good work’ adding a thumbs up.  

“Students really can’t go out to protests or demonstrations all the time, so a walk it seemed like 

something that would be accessible for everybody. And there are a lot of young people that want to 

make a change or use their voices but they don’t have any direction or motivation.” Madyson continued 

to talk about how hard it is for students to find the right place or voice to fight against something that is 

important to them. Students tend to want to make change, they just don’t know how. “You can be a 
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part of it [walkout] but not necessarily put yourself on the front lines, or doing something risky or 

anything like that. There’s a lot of possible dangers that come with actually protesting. I don’t know, I 

think a lot of young people like being part of something bigger than themselves.”  

Madyson explained how they’ve done something to is promote social and political justice. They 

explained how back in March, they single-handedly launched a very successful rally for the 15-year old 

Tina Fontaine, an Indigenous girl, who was murdered in 2015. The rally had around 7000 people, 

congregate at Nathan Phillips Square. Madyson also mentioned how they have started an online 

campaign called, Decolonize Canadian Schools, to promote Indigenous rights, and honour Indigenous 

peoples voices, in the Canadian school systems.  

Madyson wants to continue to pursue activism for the rest of their life. But for now, they stated, “I just 

wanted to empower students across Ontario and I think it worked.” Madyson sets an example for which 

we can all be proud.  

 

 

WEXFORD’S NEWSPAPER MEETS 

WEDNESDAYS AT 11:35 IN THE 

LIBRARY. JOIN US!
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Why aren’t there girls in my 
physics class?  

By: Lauren Creasy 
 
“I didn’t always dream of working in tech… but I wanted to have an impact and there’s no better way to 
do that. Technology is an agent of change- a force that shifts the way we live for the better. Today all 
women need tech and tech needs women,”  says Cheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook.  
 
In an age where innovation, ideas and new perspectives are essential, it is surprising to find that women 
account for less than a third of those employed in scientific research and development, and are even 
more likely to leave the industry, states Catalyst. 
  
At Wexford, Mr. Kong noted that, “Wexford 
is unique in that two thirds of our population 
are girls, but you won’t find that same 
population in say a grade 11 or 12 physics 
class. We see fewer girls going into especially 
the hard maths and sciences and they don’t 
get encouraged to take the higher and harder 
math courses most.”  
According to the OECD (Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development), 
there are only three countries, Jordan, Qatar, 
and the United Arab Emirates, in which boys 
are significantly less likely to feel comfortable 
working on math problems than girls are. In 
all other countries it was reported that girls 
are more likely to say they feel “helpless” 
while performing a math problem. Even with 
these facts, girls should still be able to go into 
the STE of STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, but unfortunately, that is not the case. 
Math is the foundation of STEM and while girls may perform well and know they are good at science, 
they don’t opt for STEM careers because they assume they are not good enough at math, to be in the 
STEM field. Not only is that notion absurd, but it is inaccurate.  
 
On the PISA math test, The International Student Assessment reports on 276,165 15-year-olds from 40 
countries who take identical tests in mathematics and reading, girls only scored two percent lower than 
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boys. Likewise, in our own school, the head of the math department, Ms. Lewis reported, “ I looked at 
last year’s scores from EQAO, they had them by gender and the gap was small with maybe a difference 
of 2-3%” 
 
Typically, girls do as well as or outperform boys in STEM classwork, but do worse on tests. Studies from 
The Society Pages show that while boys may do better on the SAT’s, girls outperform in many 
subcategories of math. Overall, the consensus between hundreds of experiments, studies and research 
concludes that; the average math ability between boys and girls is equal. 
 
There is no factual explanation for the disparity in men and women in the STEM field, but merely a 
common idea that has been ingrained into our society, that girls are meant to be in nurturing, caring, 
people-oriented careers, and boys in STEM careers. This belief can stem from a number of factors during 
girls’ adolescence, though one of the most interesting reasons revealed, has been that, because girls 
and boys are equal in math but girls outperform boys in the languages, they assume that their talents 
would be better suited in that field.  
 
When girls in a grade 10 academic math class here at Wexford were surveyed, 77% of girls said that they 
thought STEM was their worst subject. The extremely low confidence that girls possess in STEM, 
particularly in math, results in many high scoring girls refusing to go into the field while low scoring boys 
will. Ms Lewis noted that in her classes, boys have more confidence approaching word problems. “ The 
boys will be like ‘oh yeah I got it wrong, no problem!’ and the girls are like ‘oh I’m so stupid, I quit, I’m 
dumb’... It’s sad that students feel when they struggle at something that means they are bad at it, but 
you have to struggle sometimes. If everything is easy, then you’re not learning anything new.”  
 
The STEM field is in a crucial building point where any and all ideas, innovations, and perspectives are 
highly valued and the one we are missing is that of women. The facts prove that there is nothing 
stopping women from being equally as strong in the STEM field as men, but their ideas and new ways of 
attacking problems could be life changing for our world. It is vital that we push our girls to build 
competence, confidence, and proficiency in these fields, and make sure they know that their abilities 
are valued and needed for the advancements in our world. 

 
 

Five Inventions to Change the World 
 
By: Maria Lambos 
 
1. LifeStraw is a straw with a built in water filter that is able to remove 99.9% of bacteria, and 96.2% of 

viruses from any source of water. It allows the user to drink directly from any body of water without 

having to worry about the water’s cleanliness. LifeStraw was originally designed for people living in 

developing countries. It would allow them to drink from nearby lakes or rivers safely, as they do not 
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have access to clean water. However, the straw is 

also useful for people who are travelling to 

developing countries, as it ensures that they are 

drinking clean water. The LifeStraw can be 

purchased at Sport Chek for about $25. 

2. Driverless cars have been gaining attention lately 

as Google and Tesla have begun the process of 

testing them. The cars can operate themselves with 

almost no human involvement. The goal of these 

cars is to reduce crashes that occur because of 

human error. If this technology is perfected and 

driverless cars become mainstream, we could see a 

significant reduction in car crashes, saving countless lives. Tesla projects that the cars will be ready for 

purchase at the end of 2018, but the cost is currently unknown. 

 

3. Hyperloop is a vehicle that resembles a train and travels 

at a speed of 965 km/h. It moves through a tube with very 

minimal friction, which allows it to reach such speed. Elon 

Musk, the CEO of Tesla, is currently in the process of 

developing this technology. If he is successful, Hyperloop 

would be able to transport users from Los Angeles to San 

Francisco in only 35 minutes. Traveling this distance by car 

takes on average about 6 hours and 20 minutes.  

 

4. Edible food wrappers are in the process of 

being developed by the United States 

Department of Agriculture. The wrappers are 

made from casein. Casein is an edible protein 

found in dairy products, such as milk. In addition 

the packaging being edible, it is also 

biodegradable. If this is perfected, it will help 

solve a major garbage problem that exists in the 

world, as food will no longer produce packaging 

waste. Users will receive extra protein from 

eating the packaging along with helping the 

environment.  
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5. Gene therapy is the process of using viruses to transport healthy genetic material in the body. It is 

designed for people who suffer from a hereditary disease as it can replace the mutated DNA with 

healthy DNA. Once this form of treatment becomes it common it will save millions of lives around the 

world as it could cure disease were once untreatable. Gene therapy is currently only available in 

Europe, but it will soon be making its way to other parts of the world.  

 

 

Parents Influence on Career Choice 
 

By: Hamsha Babar 
 
Do you think parents impact their child’s career choice? Parents may influence their child’s choice 

intentionally or inadvertently. As children move into adolescence, they begin to consider their future. 

Students, generally, look up to their parents as role models for advice. Parents may inspire their 

teenager, telling them to explore various fields available, or they can stick to the path similar to their 

parents.  

 

An adolescent may favour careers that are similar to 

those of their parents. We can see in our society that in 

some families there are generations of children working 

the same occupation. They might be able to see that 

their parents are successful and this career has the 

ability to provide a comfortable lifestyle, which may 

result teenagers to favour these careers. However, if 

they see their parents struggling to support for the 

family they may choose different, possibly,  higher 

paying or more fulfilling careers. 

 

Adolescents may use their parents indications to 

determine what career paths are open from them. Data 

collected from the Longitudinal Study of American Youth 

has revealed that in families where parents did not 

encourage their children to attend college, only 4% of 

teens decided to attend a university of college. In 

contrast, families that encourage their children to 
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attend college, resulted in 41% of those teens choosing to do so. This shows parental impact on the 

ideas and values of students regarding socio-economics, ethnicity, and gender expression influence 

their child’s career choices. 

 

Parents at Wexford are generally open minded about their child’s career choice, even if they may have 

influenced their children unintentionally. A parent of a grade 12 states, “ I wouldn’t direct my child 

choosing a career. I feel as it is their decision to choose and I will be there every step of the way to assist 

them in being successful.”  Some parents feel that it is their child’s right to choose, since it is important 

for them to love what they do and feel very passionate about it. We tend to do better when we are 

doing something we enjoy. Another Wexford parent says, “I’m not the one who has to wake up 

everyday day and go to that job.” This shows that many parents are more open minded about their 

children’s choice in career and give them the freedom of choosing their path. Many parents can be 

open minded, but may still direct their children towards a certain path. 

 

It is highly important that teens take the time to learn explore their options and learn more about the 

career of their choice before making the final decision, as there are many different factors to consider. 

Despite parental influence, young people need to make decisions that respect passion.  

 
 

 

ASK ANASTASIA!  
 
Hey Wex! Have you ever had a question or needed advice and had nobody to 

turn to to ask? Well guess what, I’ve got you covered! Send me your 

questions or anything you are concerned about, and you can remain 

anonymous or use your handle. 

 

Looking for advice on the internet can be difficult since it isn’t always 

accurate or written by someone your age, and it might have a set point of 

view on what you are looking for. My advice column will be written for teens 

by a teen, and will showcase more than one perspective and ideas.  

 

Some topics you can ask me about are school, relationships, friendships, health, and lifestyle.  You can 

email me at askanastasia2018@gmail.com, direct message me @wexadvicecolumn2018 on Instagram, 

and if you see me in the halls, don’t hesitate to say hi and tell me your question! 
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