
 

Wexford Collegiate School for the Arts 

STUDENT RUN NEWSPAPER 
Spring, edition 4, May 2018 

Bringing you 
a voice, a 
story, an 
opinion... 
 

Thank you to the students who wrote and took 

pictures for this edition of the school paper. We are 

interested in writers and assistant editors - and will 

publish as many editions as we can this school year. 

Maybe one more? PERHAPS!  

Many opportunities exist for you to show off your 

talents and get your articles read. Come to the 

library at the start of lunch on Wednesdays to join, 

edit, critique, revise and learn layout and desktop 

publishing. 

Ms. Reid and the Newspaper Staff 
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Destructive fire and its consequences 
By: Talia McMinniman 

On Tuesday April 24th, a fire had started in the north 

stairwell of Wexford CSA at around 11:00 am. No one 

was injured in the fire as the students and staff 

immediately followed fire safety protocol and 

proceeded to the back field. They ended up waiting 

several hours in the field and some time in the cafeteria 

before gathering their belongings from school property.  

The source of the fire is still unknown, but the principal, 

Tom Lazarou states, “The police are looking at [the 

surveillance] as we speak.” 

The closed stairwell became an inconvenience for 

many, but sadly the length of time it’ll be closed is 

unknown. Lazarou says, “We are waiting for the 

engineers to tell us what's the damage done. What I do 

know is that all the window frames and exterior doors 

and the interior doors have to be changed.” 

To keep the safety of students and staff the highest priority, in the coming fire drills, “The teachers will 

know it’s a fire drill. Everybody will know that it’s a fire drill,” said Lazarou. 

The fire not only lead to damage of school property but also to the destruction of an installation—The 

Iron Giant — being built by students along with a visual arts teacher, Mr.Wilgosh. “There was a lot of 

kids who worked on it. There was a select group that had worked on it from the beginning. Almost one 

and a half years,” Wilgosh said. 

 Many students immediately became worried that they would no longer be able to build installations. 

These opportunities gave students a positive experience to remember at Wexford, so many were 

saddened it may be taken away from them. 

 Students were also unsure of whether the iconic ‘Whale’ installation would be removed due to its 

material being extremely flammable. The whale will remain in place since the regulation of installations 

will be based on, “Where we place them moving forward” said Lazarou. 
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Wexford’s Spring Memorial  
By: Lavanya Kathirgamanathan 

On April 20th, Wexford Collegiate School for the Arts had a memorial service assembly for teachers and students 

to commemorate the recent losses of two teachers: Guidance Counselor Suzan Longuet, French Teacher Nicole 

Sutton, and a student enrolled in grade 10 named Isaiah Witt. They were all known for their amazing expertise, 

and their passion for learning new things every day. 

The memorial started at 2 p.m., and went along until 4 p.m. There were speeches from various teachers, and 

touching musical performances from the students who currently attend Wexford CSA. 

“It was a touching tribute to all three souls – the heartfelt speeches, the genuine portraits, and the musical pieces 

that captured them all,” said a tearful Ms. Mehra-Laurent, ESL and French teacher on staff, who voiced how so 

many teachers in the school have had a trying time this past school year, coping with all these losses. 

 “Performing once again on stage with my dance class had much more meaning this time. It felt really emotional 

and I am very thankful that I had this opportunity to be able to perform for the memorial,” states Neely Desai, a 

student in grade 12 who is in the program for Performing Arts here at Wexford, “This memorial brought us more 

close to each other.” 

 Overall, the assembly not only touched our hearts, but 

brought us closer with the staff and the students. It made us 

realise that everyday something will happen, and we should all 

be gratified who we are able to see every day. It has definitely 

been a challenging year for Wexford students and staff, and 

this memorial hopefully brought some closure and comfort to 

all who attended. 
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Hair: Behind the curtain 
By: Lauren Creasy  

“The talent and energy in those kids is incredible” stated an audience member, after catching Wexford’s most 

recent production of Hair. The spectacular, interactive, and thought-provoking musical, dedicated to beloved 

former student Katie Oswald who passed away last year at age 22 after a long battle with cancer, was yet another 

meaningful and successful show, sure to make Katie proud.  

Showcasing the wild life from the 60’s in the form of a rock musical, Hair follows the lives of a group of hippie 

friends as they try to live freely and happily, while fighting for causes like early feminism and the anti-war 

movement. This adaptation brought many of the issues activists were struggling with at the time, into 2018 

where the same issues remain 

relevant. Not only did Hair push the 

boundaries of high school musical 

productions with its features of 

psychedelics, war, and the hippie 

lifestyle, but it created a real 

commentary of today’s society.  The 

purpose of this musical being more 

than just entertainment, but to learn, 

take something home and maybe 

even take action in your own life - an 

idea one does not always expect to 

walk away with from a high school 

show. 

“What shocks the audience is the 

talent that is always amazing, the 

sheer number of voices that is so 

powerful, and how these young 

people use their voices in that way, is symbolically so powerful,” said Mr Newberry, vocal director of Hair. The 

show moves away from traditional musical theatre with a 60’s rock soundtrack that gets the audience laughing, 

grooving, and singing along with the performers. Some even remembered these songs from their childhood!  

The show’s variation between fun, serious, and powerful music, dancing and acting was one of its highlights. Core 

dancer Anissah Rajpatee thought, “ This kind of music is nothing we’ve ever heard before from the band and that 

really pumped up the dancers.” The audience clearly felt similarly as Shelley Sharp an audience member said, “ 

The enthusiasm and talent of the students is so impressive and the memories of the music and dancing linger 

long after the show is over.” 
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One thing that sets Wexford’s musical theatre program apart is the dedication to authenticity and the details 

within the performance. For two months the company researched, workshopped, and worked to understand 

every line and lyric in the show from army chants, down to the last reference of Timothy Leary to portray the 

passions of the characters of the 60’s authentically. 

 “Getting into the details was really good for us… it made the musical so realistic and there’s art in the details, 

that’s what made it fantastic,” says lead actor Jephthe Beljour. The cast even had the flexibility to interact, dance 

on, sing to and act with the audience and alter the details of their lines to fit their portrayal of the character, 

self-teach songs or in dance where Anissah said, “The less structured choreo of ‘Hair’ lets us as performers grow 

so much as we can use our brains.” 

This show would not have been possible without lots of time and dedication. The company worked through class 

days, after school, and during lunches and Saturdays for two months. Even a fire at the school did not interrupt 

the work, with rehearsal continuing outside on the back field. And when the power went out at the school just 

before the third show on Friday night which also happened to be Katie Oswald’s birthday, the cast gathered in 

the cafeteria to perform a few “preview” numbers for the gracious audience, including Katie’s parents who were 

very touched by the gesture, and finished by inviting the crowd to the spontaneous matinee to happen the next 

day as ‘the show must go on.’ 

Though the cast put in many hard hours of work, there are many people who never share the spotlight but whose 

efforts and dedication make the show possible. The crews that design, build and decorate the sets, the band that 

spent weeks learning the entire soundtrack, and the tech crew that coordinates sound and light that brought the 

60’s to life for the audience. “Working with the band was a great joy… because they’re so hidden away you don’t 

get to see how much talent they have and I got to see how much work they put into the musical... they did an 

absolutely incredible job,” said Stephanie Masson.  

The hard work put in does in fact pay off with sold out shows and high praise from around the city. It is not just 

the hard work and frankly amazing talent in the program that makes the shows what they are, but a dedication, 

passion, professionalism, love for the arts and authenticity that has made Hair, and every other performance, 

such a success.  

 

 

WOKE DANCE P.4 buyout from 2:00 - 5:15 
p.m. 

THURSDAY MAY 24th  
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Countries That May Not Exist in 20 Years 
By: Maria Lambos 

It is 2018 and many countries are thriving. Strong economies are allowing certain countries to grow and prosper 

while other countries are not as lucky. As climate change worsens and political tensions rise, a number of 

countries may not be guaranteed a future. Here are five 

countries that may not exist in 20 years, for variety of 

environmental and economic reasons. 

1. Maldives: The popular vacation destination is expected 

to be engulfed by the ocean in the next 20 years. The sea 

levels have been on the rise due to global warming causing 

the melting of ice caps. Every year the Maldives gets closer 

to being fully underwater. One former president even 

looked into buying land in South Asia for the citizens to 

relocate when the land becomes submerged by the ocean. 

2. China is plagued with severe environmental issues. 

These issues include extreme smog, and poisonous 

drinking water due to contamination. 50% of their rivers are polluted so badly that treating them will not make it 

possible for humans to consume the water. All of this is due to the fact that China does not have any laws in place 

to protect the environment. These issues could lead to a revolution against China’s communist government.  

 

3. Belgium’s future could be in jeopardy due to major political issues that exist within the country. Flanders and 

Wallonia are two different regions of Belgium that have opposing views. These two regions have large differences 

in culture, even speaking different languages. Both regions of Belgium want the country to split into two separate 

8 



 

WEXFORD’S STUDENT RUN PAPER  

ones. They are so divided on issues that they went 589 days without a government starting in 2013 because the 

two regions could not agree on certain issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The United Kingdom has never been more divided than it has in recent years. 

This is due to the announcement of England leaving the European Union. In 

addition, Wales, Ireland, and Scotland have been trying to gain independence for 

centuries. It may not be long before the United Kingdom no longer exists and the 

members of the UK will exists independently from one another. 

5. Spain is dealing with an economic crisis and an unemployment rate that 

reached 26.3% in 2013. Another problem that could lead to the destruction of Spain is that two of its regions are 

trying to break away and become independent. The citizens of Catalonia and Basque have made multiple 

attempts to become independent. These two regions have vastly different cultures than the rest of Spain and 

even have their own languages. 

 

 

POETRY SLAM - FRIDAY MAY 25TH IN THE LIBRARY 12:30-3PM 
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Saving Lives on the Daily  
By: Esra Hammoud 

Approximately one in nine people don’t have clean water in 

their homes. Millions of children from countries all around the 

world are dying  from water related diseases caused by 

contaminated water. For example,  cholera and dysentery 

which cause up to 3.4 million deaths every year. Countries such 

as Kenya, Libya, Yemen, and Jordan, are all  suffering from 

clean water shortages. The MeToWe Corporation iis a 

foundation that is trying to improve access to clean water and 

change the lives of many living without it. Clean water reduces 

illness and leads to better agricultural practices, and thereby 

increasing access to food in many undeveloped countries.  

What Can We Do To Help? 

Calling all teens, parents, adults, and children. We can all make 

a difference and help save the lives of many. We are all lucky 

to have access to clean and healthy water, allowing us to 

participate in sports, cook food, or even go  for a swim on a hot summer day. But most importantly it keeps us 

healthy and alive. Sadly, many kids our age do not have the same privilege as we do. Every person should have 

the right to access clean water, and as students, we can help make a difference.  

The ME To We Corporation came up with the Brita X ME To WE filter water bottle, sold for $20. The water bottle 

has a fitter, which keeps the water clean. When purchased you are not only buying something for yourself, but 

you are giving a family access to clean water for a year. This can save and improve the lives of many people all 

around the world. 

 Last year, Canadians came together and purchased over 54 000 

Brita X water bottles, which allowed ME to We to build a 

borehole in Irkaat Kenya. This provided the entire community 

with access to clean water, saving the lives of many. Everyone 

should have access to clean water at home, at work, and even 

at school. Living in a developed country we can help those who 

don’t have the same privilege as us. We can help make a 

difference. We can help change the world and create a healthy 

environment for all. We will change the world to a positive 

experience for everyone. 
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What’s Happening in Athletics 
  

By: Athena Bucci 
  
The spring sports teams have kicked off with an epic start to the final few months of the school year,                    
training and competing with amazing effort, as the Athletic Banquet quickly approaches. Here are the               
updates on your favourite teams and how they have been doing so far. 
  
Girls Flag Football 
The Girls Flag Football team’s season started just at the beginning of May, going into a two-day                 
tournament that involved training and games against Riverdale, William Lyon Mackenzie, and Sir Wilfrid              
Laurier. Not only did they win one of their games so far, but have also progressed really well, especially                   
adding new players to the team, who learned the sport this season. The team’s coach, Mr. Lyne, said                  
that the expectation is “to compete hard, and hopefully make the playoffs.” 
  
Junior Boys Soccer 
The Junior Boys Soccer team started their season at the end of March and have completed their regular                  
season. They have had an up and down season and can only depend on their final game to decide if                    
they’ll make it to quarter finals. “Every game we have improved,” says the coach, Mr. Hitz. “If the                  
season was longer, we would have been destined for         
greatness!” 
  
Senior Boys Soccer 
The season started in late April for the previous         
champions, winning their first game a couple of        
weeks ago. “We hope to win gold once again,” says          
grade twelve student, Costa Ekonomakos, who has       
been on the soccer team for the past four years. “The           
improvement of the team has been really good, so I          
think we will have a good chance of winning the          
championships again.” 
  
Girls Soccer 
The Girls Soccer team started their season off by         
winning their first game which took place at Wexford, on the 2nd of May. The team has a number of                    
new players and coach, Ms. Lowe, claimed, “We were really impressed with how the team worked                
together, considering that the weather kept us in the gym for practice, and this is the first time the                   
entire team has played together.” Ms. Lowe hopes that this year they will finally make it to the finals                   
and win the championship. 
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Girls Lacrosse 
The Girls Lacrosse team dove into their season in late April. So far they have played six games, and “are                    
very enthusiastic, and learning as they go along,” says coach, Ms. Clubine-Ito. Fun fact, Ms. Clubine-Ito                
stated was Lacrosse was first played as a battle for territory between the Aboriginal tribes, which is one                  
of the reasons she loves the sport. She describes it as being a very rough game, but at the same time                     
extremely thrilling to play. 
  
Co - Ed Ultimate Frisbee 
The Ultimate Frisbee team’s season has just started, and will be playing a game every Tuesday for the                  
next month. Competition will be coming their way as they will be facing against quite a few varsity                  
teams. “The team has come together very well, and everyone is now on a first name basis,” Mr.                  
Jovanov, the team’s coach, says. At the end of the month, the team will be playing n a tournament that                    
will decide if they will be moving on to the finals. 
  
Co - Ed Track & Field 
The Track & Field team started their training just before the March Break. “As usual, coaches Mr.                 
O'Brien, Mr. Duff, and I expect that athletes who are committed to training, and who push themselves                 
at meets will succeed in our sport,” saysMs. Aquino, one of the three coaches for the team claims. “We                   
have some students on the team who performed well at Regionals and Metros last year, so hopefully                 
they meet similar results, if not better. Many of our athletes are new to the team. We are already                   
seeing strong competitors in both sprinting and long-distance events. The Grade 10 girls, in particular,               
show great potential in the 4x100m relays.” So far the team has attended three mini meets. Ms. Aquino                  
explained that students, Eman Ranne has succeed his personal best in long jump, and Faith Govere and                 
Jahziyah Davis have fared well at shot put. 
  
Good luck to all the amazing teams!! Let’s hope for a wonderful season and lots of school spirit. Just a                    
reminder to all athletes, the Athletic Banquet will be taking place on Thursday June 7th at Flipper’s                 
Fish House. 
 

 

Top 5 Prom-Posals 
By: Athena Bucci 

Prom; one of the most memorable nights of your four years of high school. This year’s prom, held at                   

Palais Royale, on Friday May 11th, was a magical, jazz - filled evening. The music, the food, the outfits -                    

everything was one excitement after the next! A special congratulations goes out to the winners of the                 

Prom Court: Voin Ninkovic and Nicole Pye (King & Queen), Alicia Poulido and Teanna Walker (Queen &                 

Queen), and Marcus King and Devin Budhu (King & King). Everyone enjoyed their night and had an                 
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absolute blast. A special thank you goes out to Ms. Peel, the Prom Committee, and the staff members                  

that helped make this evening a most memorable one. 

One of the most favourite thing about the prom season were the astounding promposals, making pretty                

much everybody get the feels. A survey was taken recently by the students who all voted for their                  

favourite promposals of this year. The votes were counted and the Top 5 Favourite Promposal results                

are in: 

 #5: Demetri Provias & Raven Stewart 

This promposal was announced through Snapchat and the Wex Promposal Instagram page (like most of               

them are). Demetri asked question to his girlfriend, Raven, in a dimly lit room, with light pink rose petals                   

spread across a bed. On top of the petals were little tea lights that spelt out “PROM?”, making it                   

probably one of the most romantic promposals that have ever been done. Raven received a beautiful                

bouquet of roses and a heart full of happiness. 

#4: Jordan Abdul & Kavone Manning 

Kavone was astounded to find a group of performing arts students standing outside the doors of the                 

auditorium for her, singing a song, with Lava Kathir accompanying on piano. The scene was set up with                  

blue balloons all over the floor as many students watched with wonder as to who was behind all of this.                    

After the group finished singing, four big, white letters were held up, spelling out “PROM”, and out                 

came Jordan with a sign and a bouquet of flowers, and everyone cheering and spraying silly string in joy. 

#3: Jensen Banacia & Erin Locken 

Can you say surprise?! After a regular MT after school rehearsal, Erin was surprised by many of her                  

friends and fellow students when she exited the auditorium, to find a red carpet laid out for her,                  

followed by streams of colourful confetti as she walked through, only to find her boyfriend, Jensen,                

waiting for her at the end with a big sign and a stuffed             

giraffe. Excitement ran throughout the crowd and was the         

reason that this was voted as the third favourite promposal          

of 2018. 

 #2: Voin Ninkovic & Nicole Pye 

Probably one of the biggest promposals ever, Voin        

promposed to his girlfriend, Nicole, with the help of a bunch           

of their friends, with the entire school watching. A red carpet           

with rose petals and confetti were spread across the front          

foyer when the promposal occured. Signs that held up         

different letters of Nicole’s name were first displayed, then opened up to another set of letters that                 
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spelled out “PROM”. Finally, it opened up to reveal Voin waiting at the end with a bouquet of flowers,                   

Voin’s friend, Dimo, playing the guitar to set the mood, and a bunch of balloons. 

#1: Jay Lumsden & Victoria Pocchi 

One regular day during third period, a video made by Jay was played to everyone in MT, that showed of                    

a collage of videos and pictures of his girlfriend, Victoria. A big portion of the video was of Jay getting a                     

list of things together - flowers, balloons, and a sign - to set up for his promposal. At the end of the                      

video, it showed Jay entering through the doors of the school, then into the auditorium. The video                 

ended, followed by Jay running through the auditorium doors and up onto the stage where his friends                 

waited for him with the sign, balloons, and flowers. 
  

Ask Anastasia 
By: Anastasia Kantas 

Have you ever had a question or needed advice on something, and had nobody to give you a 

suggestion? Well guess what Wex! That’s what I am here for! Send me your burning questions, you can 

remain anonymous or use your  handle. 

Sometimes looking for advice can be hard on the internet, since it is often written by people who aren’t 

the same age as you, or have a set point of view on what you are looking for. This advice column will be 

written by a teenager for teenagers, and will showcase more than one perspective and ideas. 

 Some topics you can ask me about are school, relationships, friendships, health, and lifestyle. 

You can message me at wexadvicecolumn2018@gmail.com. 

Hey Anastasia! I’m going through a rough time right now and 

experiencing a lot of grief.  I was just wondering if you had any 

advice or tips on coping with grief? 

  Hey! Thank you so much for the question. Coping with grief is never easy. Even though it is 

natural to grief, with it it brings many emotions and makes you feel things that you normally wouldn’t. 

You may feel guilty, angry, or immense sadness, which is all okay to feel. With grief, the first thing to do 

is to do is to acknowledge what has happened. You may be thinking why is this happening? Or why me? 

And that is normal, but figuring out what is going on and accepting that is the first step. Also, realized 

that everyone copes with grief differently and there is no right way to cope. The next thing to do is find 

a support group or talk to someone close to you to express your feelings. Telling someone how you feel 

helps you let your emotions in, instead of bottling them up. If you are the one who is trying to help 
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someone, advice I have for you is to let them know you are there for them and understand that they 

might be feeling a different way than others. Grief also has no specific time period. Some people may 

grieve for longer periods, than others, and that is absolutely okay. 

 In my experience, grief was never easy. I felt very angry and it was very painful for me. Little 

things that reminded me of certain things would set me off and I felt like I couldn’t escape what was 

going on. It wasn’t until I started talking about how I felt that it was easier to come to terms with what 

happened. One thing I highly suggest is to talk to others that were affected, since they may be feeling 

the same way as you. 

 I hope my advice helps and you find a healthy way of coping with what happened. Don’t hesitate 

to ask for more advice or tips. 

 -Anastasia 

 

Youth Empowerment   
By Hamsha Barber  

  

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only 

thing that ever has.” — Margaret Mead. (She was a cultural anthropologist, who focused on various aspects of 

psychology and culture change). 

 

In today’s society, youth have developed an understanding of their political rights. They are not holding back and 

decide to use various platforms to voice their opinions. Today the number of people between the age of 15 and 

29 years reaches 1.8 billion people, 

which is a fourth of the world 

population. They have grown up in a 

world of challenges such as climate 

change, terror attacks making 

headlines, and global inequality. 

Studies have shown that young people 

have never before been this engaged in 

solving challenges. 

 

The youngsters today will be the ones 

living with the consequences of climate 

change and other challenges the world 

is facing. It can be seen all over the 
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globe that Generation Z is making the most of their opportunities, to create new and innovative solutions. 

Technology and the use of social media have changed the way youth participate in activism globally, and youth 

have become more active in media than older generations.  

 

One recent example is the ‘March for Our Lives’ event that took place across the world. Their decision to spread 

the word through various social media platforms, resulted in many people globally being aware of these events 

and deciding to support their cause. Emma Gonzalez is an American activist who advocates for gun control. She 

survived the shooting in Parkland, Florida and helped in organizing the ‘March for Our Lives’ event which was a 

nationwide protest. In her impactful speech following the event at her school she states,“if us students have 

learned anything, it's that if you don't study, you will fail. And in this case, if you actively do nothing, people 

continually end up dead, so it's time to start doing something”. Her speech was moving because people began to 

understand the students perspective who were demanding change and she brought light to notions society is 

afraid to talk about. She is a prime example to young people, that raising our voice matters and can truly make a 

difference.  

 

Another example is Toronto students who are determined to display the realities of youth homelessness through 

art. A grade eleven drama class at Crescent School has been taking part in an art activism workshop called 

Tokens4Change. They thrive to address the stereotypes of homelessness in our city. These students teach 

prevention strategies, build knowledge and empower students.  

 

There are plenty of ways for young people to become involved in their society and become empowered. It is 

essential for them to become aware of the issues in our society, speak up and take action. An organization that 

you can become a part of to achieve this is, For Youth Initiative, which has served, inspired and advocated for 

teens and young adults since 1995. Some other organizations include Horizons for Youth, and Step Stones. These 

organizations give youth an opportunity to make a change and to empower themselves. 

 

Youth should continue to challenge notions through art, photography or social media and we will together create 

a progressive society which desires change. 

 

 
 

Great masters a 
huge success! 
 
Great Masters Art Show was out of this 
world. Installation "The Coral Reef". 
Artists Grace Irving-Hughes, Alice 
Irving-Hughes, Ridaa Khan, Regan 
Gillies, Sarah Cartier, Jethro Sanchez.  
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